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Habitat and Resource

History

Management

Amidst the breathtaking backdrop of the Trex-
ler Nature Preserve is the Jordan Creek water-
shed. The watershed provides a foundation for
a wide variety of flora and fauna habitats that
help make the Preserve both plentiful and di-
verse. Fed by the flow of the Blue Mountain
headwaters and natural springs within the Pre-
serve, the watershed is an important keystone
connecting the different habitats of this vast
ecosystem. Wetlands, upland meadows, shrub-
bery, deep ravines, pastureland, hemlock and
mixed hardwood forests host the many spe-
cies of amphibians, birds, fish, insects, mam-
mals, and reptiles living naturally throughout
the 1108-acre park. Continuous conservation
efforts focusing on the eradication of invasive
species and the improvement of the naturally
occurring plant community are currently being
utilized to further improve the resources
within the Preserve.

When the late General Harry
C. Trexler established this
1,108-acre preserve in the
early 1900s, he did it to
save the American bison,
elk and white-tailed deer
from extinction and assure
the species survival. He
didn't believe the animals
belonged in a zoo and
wanted to create a sanctuary
so they could roam freely.

A successful businessman who amassed a fortune in timber
and cement and was the founder of the Pennsylvania Power
and Light Company, Trexler began purchasing small farms

in the low hills of the Blue Mountains in 1906. By 1913, he

GAME PRESERVE Rpan

Trexler Nature Preserve Area Map

had transported eight American bison and 20 Virginia
white-tailed deer to the preserve. The animals multiplied to
such an extent providing sufficient pasture became a prob-
lem. In 1927, General Trexler gave some of the buffalo to
the Allegheny County Park in Pittsburgh, Pa., the Memorial
Zoo in Williamsport, Pa. and to Milton Hershey's zoo in Her-
shey, Pa.

A conservationist along the lines of Theodore Roosevelt
and John Muir, Trexler understood the importance of nature
and preserving wildlife in its natural habitat.

When Trexler died in 1933, he bequeathed the property to
the residents of Lehigh County and created a trust to over-
see its care,

Today, the preserve is open to the public for passive recre-
ation and nature watching.

Traxler
Enwvironmental
Center

Trexler Environmental Center

Trexler Environmental Center is Lehigh County's first
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
certified building. Located in the Central Range, it
houses a county park office, a satellite office for the
state Bureau of Forestry, a community room for envi-
ronmental education and restrooms for trail users.

Everything about the Environmental Center is “green”
from its vegetative roof with solar panels to the re-
cycled concrete cinder blocks to the toilets, which use
rainwater to flush. The building is also bird-friendly:
the windows are tilted so birds don't crash into them.
Office hours are from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

e

Wildlands Conservancy

Is a key partner in the protection
and stewardship of the land, water
and recreational resources of the
Trexler Nature Preserve.

Special thanks to Wildlands Conservancy, Kurt Beyer,
& Rebekka Shaak for brochure content and design.

Welcome to the Trexler Nature Preserve, a
_ magical place in Lehigh County where visitors
= can hike, bike, ride horses, cross country ski,
fish from the well-stocked waters of the
Jordan Creek or just view nature. & popular :
destination for families, the 1,108-acre expanse =~
was founded by General Harry Trexler as a way
to protect endangered bison and elk at the
turn of the century. Today, visitors can glimpse
these incredible animals in their natural habitat.
The three ranges: North, South and Central
feature unigue landscapes from meadows and
hills to hemlock forests and deep ravines.
Located in the Central Range is the Lehigh
Valley Zoo, a perfect complement to a day of
adventure at the Preserve, There's always a
new discovery across the creek's ford. We
hope you and your family enjoy your time at
the Trexler Nature Preserve and return soon.
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Trexler Nature Preserve

County of Lehigh Park System

17 South 7th Street, Allentown, PA 18101
Tel: 610-871-0281
www.trexlernaturepreserve.org
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