APPENDIX B

Bylaws
Sterling Raber Agricultural Land Preservation Board of Lehigh County
Article I
Name
The name of this nonprofit organization shall be called the Sterling Raber Agricultural Land Preservation Board of Lehigh County.  For the purpose of these bylaws it will be referred to as the "Board."
Article II
Purpose
The Board will have the following purposes:
1. To protect viable agricultural lands by acquiring agricultural conservation easements which prevent the development or improvement of the land for any purpose other than agricultural production.
2. To encourage landowners to make a long-term commitment to agriculture by offering them financial incentives and security of land use.
3. To provide compensation to landowners in exchange for their relinquishment of the right to develop their private property.
4. To protect normal farming operations in agricultural security areas from incompatible non-farmland uses that may render farming impracticable.
5. To protect farming operations from complaints of public nuisance against normal farming operations.
6. To assure conservation of viable agricultural lands in order to protect the agricultural economy of this Commonwealth.
7. To maximize agricultural easement purchase funds that protect the investment of taxpayers in agricultural conservation easements.
8. To concentrate resources in a manner that will ensure the purchase of easements for the protection of the largest amount of farmland possible.
9. To execute all agreements and other documents necessary to affect the purchase of such agricultural conservation easements in the name of Lehigh County and/or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
10. To do all other lawful acts permitted by these bylaws as they may be amended from time to time.
Article III
Membership
The membership of the Board will be as specified in the state guidelines and will be appointed by the County Commissioners.
1. The Board shall be comprised of nine members.  Annually, the chairman of the County Board of Commissioners shall designate one member of the Board to act as chairman of the Board to continue in that office for one year or until a new appointment is made pursuant to this Article.
2. Four members of the Board shall be active resident farmers of the county and shall serve initial terms of three years.
3. One member of the Board shall be a current member of a township or borough governing body within the county and serve an initial two- year term.
4. One member of the Board shall be a commercial, industrial, or residential contractor and serve an initial one- year term.
5. Three members of the Board shall be selected at the pleasure of the County Board of Commissioners and serve an initial one -year term.
6. Upon expiration of the initial terms stated above, all terms of members shall be three years.
7. Any Board member may be removed from office for malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance in office or for other just cause by the majority vote of the Board of County Commissioners at a duly noticed public meeting.
8. Any appointment to fill any vacancy created by removal, resignation or otherwise shall be only for the balance of the unexpired term.
9. The Lehigh County Executive Branch and the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission shall each have one (1) advisory, non-voting membership.


Article IV
Voting
1. Each member of the Board shall be permitted to cast one vote upon all motions, resolutions and other business before the Board, subject to the limitations set forth below.
2. No Board member shall be permitted to cast a vote upon any motion, resolution and other form of business before the Board which involves, concerns or in any way effects any real estate or real property interest, either in the form of a present of future interest, of a Board member or his or her immediate family.
3. Should any Board member cast or attempt to cast a vote in violation of Article IV, Paragraph 2 above, such a vote shall be null and void and of no force and effect.

Article V
Officers
The Board will have the following officers:
1. Chairman.  The member of the Board who serves as chairman shall be selected annually by the Chairman of the County Board of Commissioners.  The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the Board and shall have duties normally conferred by parliamentary usage on such officers.
2. Vice-Chairman.  The member of the Board who serves as vice-chairman will be selected annually by the vote of the Board.  The vice-chairman shall act for the chairman in his/her absence.
3. Treasurer.  The member of the Board who serves as treasurer shall be selected annually by vote of the Board.  The treasurer shall be responsible for keeping and maintaining records of all receipts and disbursements and shall annually submit a financial report to the Board with the assistance of the Board's staff.

Article VI
Finance
1. All Commonwealth and Lehigh County farmland preservation funding allocated to Lehigh County shall be used for the purpose of protecting viable farmland in Lehigh County and also for the protection of viable farmland parcels that extend from Lehigh County into adjoining counties (as permitted by Act 14 of 2001, amending the Agricultural Area Security Law, Act 43).
2. The Board shall operate within a budget as approved annually by the Lehigh County Board of Commissioners.
3. No member of the Board shall be liable for debts of the Board.
4. No net income of the Board shall accrue to the benefit of any member with the exception of purchasing conservation easements consistent with Act 149 of 1988.

Article VII
Meetings
Meetings of the Board will be as follows:
1. Regular.  The Board may meet to carry out important business at the call of the chairman or by a petition to the chairman from a quorum of Board members.
2. All meetings shall require a quorum of at least five members of the Board to conduct business.  Meetings shall be in compliance with the provisions of the Act of July 3, 1986, (P.L. 388, No. 84) known as the Sunshine Act.  The Board shall also be subject to the provisions of the Act of June 21, 1957 (P.L. 390, No. 212), referred to as the Right-To-Know Law, relating to the inspection and copying of public records.  Roberts Rules of Order shall apply to all events not otherwise covered by the Bylaws.

Article VIII
Outside Assistance
The Board may receive assistance from staffs of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, county departments, or from other sources as they become available.

Article IX
Amendments
These bylaws shall be amended by a majority vote of the members of the Board, provided such amendments, along with notice of the date of the meeting, shall have been circulated to all Board members at least two weeks prior to the meeting.

Article X
Public Official and Employee Ethics Law
All members and employees of the Board shall comply with the provisions of the Public Officials and Employee Ethics Law, 65, P.S. Sections 401-413.
Before selling an easement, a person who is a member of the Board shall obtain an opinion from the State Ethics Commission stating that such participation is in fact permitted under the provisions of the Public Official and Employee Ethics Law.





