APPENDIX G
Farmland Ranking System
Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA)
Applications will be ranked using a Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) system.  The land evaluation considers the quality of the soils on a farmland tract.  The site assessment considers a tract's development potential, farmland potential and the potential of the tract to become part of a larger cluster of preserved farms.  Each portion of the LESA has been assigned the following weights: 
                      Weight

1. Land Evaluation (Soils)                    40%
2. Site Assessment:
A. Development Potential      10%
B. Farmland Potential              25%
C. Clustering Potential             25%
Total               100%

Land Evaluation:
This part of the LESA System is based on soils data obtained from the Lehigh County Soil Survey.  The Soil Survey has been published in digital form by the USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service for use with geographical information systems (GIS).
Each soil mapping unit found in Lehigh County has been assigned a numerical value based on its land capability classification, important farmland classification and productivity.  Considering these factors, each soil has been assigned a relative value with 100 being assigned to the best soils for agricultural production in the county.  See end of this Appendix for a listing of the relative values for all the soils in the county.
Using the worksheet included in this appendix, each farm under consideration will be assigned an average relative value from 0 - 100 based on the soil types found on the tract. This relative value score will then be multiplied by the .40 .50 weighting factor to obtain the final land evaluation score.


Site Assessment:
A. Development Potential Factors (Maximum Score = 100 x .10)
1. Distance from Public Sanitary Sewerage Services
(25) Sewer service area adjacent
(20) Sewer service area within 1/4 mile
(15) Sewer service area within 1/2 mile
(10) Sewer service area within 1 mile
(5) Sewer service area within 2 miles
(0) No sewer service area within 2 miles

2. Distance from Public Water Distribution System
(25) Public water service area adjacent
(20) Public water service area within 1/4 mile
(15) Public water service area within 1/2 mile
(10) Public water service area within 1 mile
(5) Public water service area within 2 miles
(0) No public water service area within 2 miles

3. Extent of Public Road Frontage
(25) 5,000 feet or more of public road frontage
(20) 4,000 - 4,999 feet of public road frontage
(15) 3,000 - 3,999 feet of public road frontage
(10) 2,000 - 2,999 feet of public road frontage
(5) 1,000 - 1,999 feet of public road frontage
(0) Less than 1,000 feet of public road frontage


4. Adjacent Non-Agricultural Land Uses
(25) Tract is 100% surrounded by non-agricultural land uses
(20) 75% - 99% of the land adjoining the tract is in non-agricultural land uses
(15) 50% - 74% of the land adjoining the tract is in non-agricultural land uses
(10) 25% - 49% of the land adjoining the tract is in non-agricultural land uses
(5) 1% - 24% of the land adjoining the tract is in non-agricultural land uses
(0) Tract is 100% surrounded by agricultural land uses

B. Farmland Potential Factors (Maximum Score = 100 x .25) 
1. Acreage of Farmland Tract
(30) 75 acres or more
(25) 50 - 74 acres
(20) 15 - 49 acres
(10) Less than 14 acres

2. Percent of Tract Used for Cropland or Pasture
(20) 85% - 100% cropland or pasture
(15) 65% - 84% cropland or pasture
(5)  50% - 64% cropland or pasture
(0) Less than 50% cropland or pasture

3. Soil and Water Conservation Practices Used on the Tract
(20) Conservation plan 50-100% implemented
(10) No conservation plan, but sound conservation practices used on at least 50%
 of tract

(0) No conservation plan and limited or no conservation practices used

4. Historic, Scenic, Environmental Qualities
(10) Exceptional features favorable to preservation (National Register of Historic
Places, exceptional scenic contribution on major highway corridor, exceptional 
or special environmental circumstances)

(7) Significant features favorable to preservation (locally documented historic
features, significant local scenic contribution, and/or significant environmental
features such as streams and wetlands)

(5) Features favorable to preservation (significant but undocumented historic
 features, moderate local scenic contribution, and/or limited but recognized 
 environmental factors favorable to preservation)

5. Percentage of Tract Offered for Preservation
(10) 100% of the farm is being offered for preservation
(5) 95% - 99% of the farm is being offered for preservation
(0) Less than 95% of the farm is being offered for preservation

6. Operation of Farm
(10) Property is farmed by the owner or family member
(0) Property is not farmed by the owner or family member

C. Clustering Potential Factors (Maximum Score = 100 x .25)
1. Consistency with County Planning Map
(30)(25) Farm is located within an area recommended for farmland preservation, as shown on the Lehigh Valley Comprehensive Plan-“Future LV Regional Plan” Farmland Preservation Map
 (10) Farm is not located in an area recommended for farmland preservation as shown on the Lehigh Valley Comprehensive Plan- “Future LV Regional Plan” Farmland Preservation Map


2. Proximity to Permanently Protected Farmland and Other Protected Land *
(30) One or more farms with perpetual agricultural conservation easements or other protected lands are adjacent to the tract
(20) One or more farms with perpetual agricultural conservation easements or other protected lands are within 1/2   mile of the tract
(15) One or more farms with perpetual agricultural conservation easements or other protected lands are within 1 mile of the tract
           	(10) There are no farms with perpetual agricultural conservation easements or other protected lands within 1 mile of the tract
*For the purpose of this factor, “Other Protected Land” includes land preserved in fee or with a conservation easement for the protection of natural areas, State Game Lands and government owned passive recreation areas.  It does not include sports fields, play grounds, golf courses or cemeteries. It does include: parks (local, state or federal), state game lands, perpetual conservation easements.
3. Percentage of Adjoining Land in an Agricultural Security Area
(20) More than 50% of the adjoining land is in an agricultural security area
(15) 1% - 50% of the adjoining land is in an agricultural security area
(10) Less than 1% of the adjoining land is in an agricultural security area

44. Zoning **
(25) The tract is located in an agricultural protection (AP) zoning district
(15)  The tract is located in a rural (R) or environmental protection (EP) zoning district where agricultural uses are permitted by right
(10)  The tract is located in one or more zoning districts other than those listed above, where agricultural uses are permitted by right according to the most current LVPC data. 
(0) The tract is located in one or more of the following zoning districts: Industrial (I), 	Heavy Industrial (HI), Urban Residential (UR)
** Zoning codes as categorized and mapped by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.  In cases where an applicant's  tract is located in more than one zoning district, the score will be determined by the zoning district with the highest coverage percentage.
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	I. Land Evaluation (100 Points Maximum)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mapping
	Farmland
	Capability
	Relative 
	 
	 

	Unit
	Importance
	Class
	Value
	Acreage
	RV x Acreage

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	#N/A
	#N/A
	#N/A
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	#N/A
	#N/A
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	#N/A
	
	#N/A
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	#N/A
	#N/A
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	#N/A
	#N/A
	#N/A
	
	#N/A

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Totals
	0
	#N/A

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Average Soil Value for Farm = 
	#N/A
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	II. Site Assessment
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A. Development Potential Factors (100 Points Maximum)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1. Distance from Public Sewer Service
	

	
	2. Distance from Public Water System
	 

	
	3. Extent of Public Road Frontage
	
	 

	
	4. Adjacent Non-Agricultural Land Use
	 

	
	
	
	                      Total                  
	              0                              
	

	

	B. Farmland Potential Factors (100 Points Maximum)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1. Acreage of Farmland Tract
	
	

	
	2. % of Tract Used for Cropland or Pasture
	

	
	3. Conservation Practices
	
	

	
	5. Historic, Scenic, Environmental Qualities
	
	

	
	6. % of tract Offered for Preservation
	

	
	7. Operation of Farm
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	   0

	
	C. Clustering Potential Factors (100 Points Maximum)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	1. Consistency with County Planning Map
	
	
	
	

	
	2. Proximity to Protected Farmland and Other Protected Land
	
	

	
	4. % of Adjoining Land in Ag. Sec. Area
	
	

	
	5. Agricultural Protection Zoning
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	III. Weight Adjustments and Total LESA Score
	
	
	
	  Total
	  0

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Land Evaluation Score (40%)(50%)
	#N/A
	
	

	Development Potential Score (10%)
	0
	0.50.4
	#N/A
	Multiplier
	Weighted
Score

	Farmland Potential Score (25%)(20%)
	0
	0.1
	0

	Clustering Potential Score (25%)(20%)
	0
	0.25
	0

	
	
	0.25
	0

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total LESA Score
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



	Lehigh County Relative Soil Values

	
	
	
	

	Map
	Farmland
	Capability
	Relative

	Symbol
	Importance
	Class
	Value

	AfA
	P
	1
	100

	AfB
	P
	2E
	100

	ArA
	P
	1
	100

	BmA
	P
	1
	100

	BmB
	P
	2E
	100

	DbA
	P
	1
	100

	DbB
	P
	2E
	100

	GeA
	P
	2E
	100

	GeB
	P
	2E
	100

	Lv
	P
	1
	100

	NaB
	P
	2E
	100

	WaA
	P
	1
	100

	WaB
	P
	2E
	100

	ArB
	P
	2E
	84

	BfA
	P
	2S
	84

	EhB
	P
	2E
	84

	Gc
	S
	2W
	84

	GeC
	S
	3E
	84

	Me
	P
	2W
	84

	MuB
	P
	2E
	84

	NaC
	S
	3E
	84

	WaC
	S
	3E
	84

	ArC
	S
	3E
	72

	BfB
	P
	2E
	72

	BkA
	S
	2S
	72

	BuB
	P
	2E
	72

	CmA
	P
	2W
	72

	CmB
	P
	2E
	72

	CpA
	P
	2W
	72

	CpB
	P
	2E
	72

	DfC
	S
	3E
	72

	EhC
	S
	3E
	72

	GnA
	P
	2W
	72

	GnB
	P
	2E
	72

	LaB
	P
	2E
	72

	MgB
	P
	2E
	72

	MlB
	P
	2E
	72

	MuC
	S
	3E
	72

	PeB
	P
	2E
	72

	ReA
	P
	2W
	72

	ReB
	S
	2E
	72

	BfC
	S
	3E
	55

	BkB
	S
	2E
	55

	LaC
	S
	3E
	55

	LmB
	P
	2W
	55

	MlC
	S
	3E
	55

	AbC
	S
	3E
	48

	ArD
	0
	4E
	48

	BkC
	S
	3E
	48

	BwB
	S
	3W
	48

	CaB
	S
	3S
	48

	DfD
	0
	4E
	48

	EhD
	0
	4E
	48

	GeD
	0
	4E
	48

	GnC
	S
	3E
	48

	Ho
	S
	3W
	48

	LmC
	S
	3E
	48

	NaD
	0
	4E
	48

	PeC
	S
	3E
	48

	PkC
	S
	3E
	48

	WaD
	0
	4E
	48

	WeB
	S
	3E
	48

	AnA
	0
	4W
	36

	AnB
	0
	4W
	36

	BhD
	0
	4E
	36

	Bo
	0
	4W
	36

	BtA
	0
	4W
	36

	BtB
	0
	4W
	36

	CaC
	0
	4S
	36

	CwA
	0
	4W
	36

	CwB
	0
	4W
	36

	LaD
	0
	4E
	36

	LfA
	0
	4W
	36

	PeD
	0
	4E
	36

	ThA
	0
	4W
	36

	ToA
	0
	4W
	36

	ToB
	0
	4W
	36

	BkD
	0
	4E
	31

	CaD
	0
	6E
	31

	PkD
	0
	4E
	31

	WeD
	0
	6E
	31

	AoB
	0
	7S
	0

	BkF
	0
	7E
	0

	BvB
	0
	7S
	0

	BvD
	0
	7S
	0

	EdD
	0
	7S
	0

	Fb
	0
	5W
	0

	GfB
	0
	6S
	0

	GfD
	0
	6S
	0

	GfF
	0
	7S
	0

	HeB
	0
	7S
	0

	HeD
	0
	7S
	0

	HeF
	0
	7S
	0

	HgF
	0
	7S
	0

	KlF
	0
	7E
	0

	LbB
	0
	7S
	0

	LbD
	0
	7S
	0

	LbF
	0
	7S
	0

	LdF
	0
	7S
	0

	NhB
	0
	7S
	0

	NhD
	0
	7S
	0

	NhF
	0
	7S
	0

	Qu
	0
	
	0

	TwB
	0
	7S
	0

	Ua
	0
	
	0

	UgB
	0
	8S
	0

	UgC
	0
	8S
	0

	Uh
	0
	
	0

	UkB
	0
	
	0

	UkD
	0
	
	0

	UmB
	0
	8S
	0

	UmD
	0
	8S
	0

	UnB
	0
	8S
	0

	UnD
	0
	8S
	0

	UsB
	0
	8S
	0

	UsD
	0
	8S
	0

	UvB
	0
	8S
	0

	UxB
	0
	8S
	0

	W
	0
	
	0

	W
	0
	
	0








