V. Public Information Program

Copies of the Lehigh County Agricultural Conservation Easement Program are available to the public by contacting:
[bookmark: _Hlk22201528]  Diane Matthews-GehringerJeff Zehr, Director of Farmland Preservation 
Lehigh County Farmland Preservation Program Office
4234 Dorney Park Road, Suite 2
             Allentown, PA   18104
(610) 336-5680 
or by emailing the Director at: dianematthews-gehringer@lehighcounty.org 

The Lehigh County Agricultural Conservation Easement Program is promoted using the following public information tools:
1. Press releases and newsletters are prepared and released as needed.
2. The Lehigh County website
3. Public meetings are held periodically in the county to explain the program to the public and show landowners how they can participate.
4. A PowerPoint presentation has been prepared for use at public meetings and other educational events.
5. Over the years, a number of displays have been prepared to educate the public about the farmland preservation program.
6. Signs with the words "This Farm is Preserved" have been created to identify the location of preserved Lehigh County farms and to make the general public aware of the farmland preservation program.
7. Information on the program (including applications) can also be obtained by visiting the farmland preservation section of the Lehigh County website.  Use the following link: www.lehighcounty.org and then use the departmental directory to find "Agricultural Land Preservation".
8. Specific handbooks have been written for Municipalities (Municipal Handbook for Lehigh County Farmland Preservation), Landowners (Farmland Preservation Handbook), and Realtors (Realtor Handbook for the Lehigh County Farmland Preservation Program) with specialized information geared for each group and these handbooks are updated regularly.  All the handbooks are available from the Farmland Preservation Office in hard copy or digitally.
