X. 10% Coverage Limit of Permanent Buildings and Structures

	The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture “A Guide to Farmland Preservation” Appendix 2, subsection 138e.223. Construction of buildings; changes in use, (a)(3) states: The construction or use of a building or other structure for agricultural production is permitted. The county program may restrict the maximum building coverage. (page 228)
 Lehigh County has chosen to do so.   
	No more than ten percent (10%) of the total conservation easement area shall be covered by permanent buildings for any purpose.  Temporary agricultural buildings that do not have permanent foundations will not be considered as permanent buildings. The spaces between buildings, such as yard areas, driveways, and parking areas, shall not be included in the calculation of building coverage. Buildings that are present on the restricted land on the date of the granting of the conservation easement shall be included in the calculation of building coverage. 
Prior to any subdivision or parcel conveyance, the percentage of building coverage allowance for each of the tracts, that in combination make up the original easement area, must be calculated and specified in the proposed new property deeds.   The specified maximum building coverage percentages for the proposed tracts must add up to 10%.  To calculate the building coverage allowances for each tract, it is necessary to determine the existing building coverage area for each tract that will result from the subdivision or parcel conveyance.  Negotiations with potential buyers and/or grantees may be necessary to distribute the percent building coverage allowances for each tract to be sold or conveyed. See Appendix M-2.

 Agricultural Building Construction
[bookmark: _Hlk526345375]	For any proposed Agricultural Building construction, the County Board shall be notified by completing the form found in Appendix S-2 and returning it to the Farmland Preservation Office for review and approval.
New Residence Construction
For any proposed New Residence construction, the County Board shall be notified by completing the form found in Appendix P-2 and returning it to the Farmland Preservation Office for review and approval. 



