I.  Introduction
Lehigh County covers an area of approximately 223,313 acres, or 349 square miles.  Of this land area, approximately 74,511 acres are currently in farms (2017 Census of Agriculture).  This represents about 33% of the county's land area. 

Lehigh County Farm Facts *
	Total Value of Ag Products Sold in 2017
	$79,216,000 (ranks 26th among Pennsylvania’s 67 counties)

	2017 Total Crop Sales
	$57,259,000 (11th out of 67 counties)

	Top Lehigh County Crops
	Corn for grain, soybeans, hay, wheat, nursery/greenhouse products, Christmas trees, fruit and vegetables

	
	Lehigh County ranks 4th out of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties in the production of vegetables, melons, potatoes, and sweet potatoes

	2017 Livestock Sales
	$21,957,000 (35th out of 67 counties)

	Lehigh County Livestock Products
	Chickens, turkeys, eggs, dairy, beef, pork, lamb, goats, wool, and horses

	Percent of Lehigh County farms that are certified organic
	 2%

	Percent of Lehigh County farms that sell products directly to consumers
	23%

	
	98 % of Lehigh County farms are family owned and operated



* 2017 Census of Agriculture
The value of Lehigh County's farmland goes well beyond economic values.  Farmland plays a vital environmental role by providing habitat for wildlife, aquifer recharge areas, and needed open space in an increasingly urbanizing region.  Farmland gives Lehigh County its scenic character and links the present to the County's agricultural past.


In 1987, the Lehigh County Commissioners adopted a resolution creating a Lehigh County Farmland Preservation Task Force.  This task force reviewed Lehigh County farmland studies, assessed countywide interest in farmland preservation, and made recommendations for future farmland preservation actions in the County.  Following the passage of the $100 million farmland preservation bond referendum in November of 1987, the Pennsylvania legislature amended the Agricultural Area Security Law (Act 43 of 1981), enabling Pennsylvania counties to tap the $100 million farmland preservation fund for the purchase of agricultural conservation easements.
In 1989, the Lehigh County Commissioners established a Lehigh County Agricultural Land Preservation Board with Ordinance 1989 - No.  117.  This 9-member board's primary purpose is to preserve farmland in Lehigh County by developing and administering a program to purchase agricultural conservation easements [footnoteRef:1] from landowners in the county.  In 2009 the Lehigh County Board of Commissioners changed the name of the farmland preservation board to the Sterling Raber Agricultural Land Preservation Board of Lehigh County to honor retiring County Commissioner and longtime farmland preservation advocate, Sterling Raber. [1:  "Agricultural Conservation Easement."  An interest in land, less than fee simple, which interest represents the right to prevent the development or improvement of a parcel for any purpose other than agricultural production.  The easement may be granted by the owner of the fee simple to any third party or to the Commonwealth, to a county governing body or to a unit of local government.  It shall be granted in perpetuity as the equivalent of covenants running with the land.  The exercise or failure to exercise any right granted by the easement shall not be deemed to be management or control of activities at the site for purposes of enforcement of the act of October 18, 1988 (P.L. 756, No. 108), known as the “Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act”.

] 

From 1989 to  20192014, Lehigh County contributed matching funds ranging from $200,000 to $2,000,000 annually for the farmland preservation program.  Lehigh County voters approved a $30 million bond referendum in May of 2002 to support the farmland preservation program, park improvements, and acquisitions of other types of open space.  Additionally, interest from Act 319 (Clean and Green Preferential Tax Assessment Program) roll back taxes is collected annually for use in the farmland preservation program.  As of 2/20/2020 February 17, 2016, the Lehigh County Program has preserved 24,902 acres (348 farms) 21,693 acres (267 farms) with perpetual agricultural conservation easements 





