XIX. Procedure for 100% Lehigh County Funded Easement Purchases
	
	Lehigh County farm properties that do not meet all the State Minimum Criteria, but do meet all of the Minimum Criteria for 100% Lehigh County Funded Easement Purchases, see Appendix D, may be considered for agricultural conservation easement purchase if Lehigh County funding is available.  
The same purchase procedures used for the purchase of Commonwealth funded easements will apply to 100% Lehigh County funded easement purchases, with the exception that only County Board approval is required.  The deed of agricultural conservation easement for 100% Lehigh County funded easement purchases will contain the same restrictions as those used for Commonwealth funded easement purchases.
XII. Local Government Unit Participation in Easement Purchases


Any local government unit [footnoteRef:1] that has created an ASA may participate with Lehigh County and the Commonwealth in the preservation of farmland through the purchase of agricultural conservation easements. [1:  “Local government unit.”  Any city, borough, township or town or any home rule municipality, optional plan municipality, optional charter municipality or similar general-purpose unit of government which may be created or authorized by statute.
] 

1. The local government unit, in conjunction with the County Board, may participate with the State Board in the purchase of agricultural conservation easements.
2. The local government unit shall recommend to the County Board the purchase of agricultural conservation easements by Lehigh County and the local government unit as joint ownership.
3. The local government unit shall recommend to the County Board the purchase of agricultural conservation easements by the local government unit and the Commonwealth as joint ownership.
  4.  The local government unit may purchase an agricultural conservation easement, provided that all of the following apply:
i. The agricultural conservation easement is located within an agricultural security area of at least 500 acres or the easement purchase is a joint purchase with either Lehigh County or both Lehigh County and the Commonwealth pursuant to the criteria set forth for the purchase of agricultural conservation easements crossing local government unit boundaries and cross county boundaries including any portion of an agricultural conservation easement extending into an adjoining county.

ii. The deed of agricultural conservation easement is at least as restrictive as the deed of agricultural conservation easement prescribed by the State board for agricultural conservation easements purchased by the Commonwealth.

[bookmark: _Hlk505002903]iii.	The local government unit shall participate with the County Board in complying with paragraph (5) for recording any agricultural conservation easement purchased by the local government unit.

5.   The County Board shall be responsible to record an agricultural conservation easement where a local government unit is a party to the purchase of the easement.  The easement shall be recorded by the County Board in the office of the recorder of deeds of the counties wherein the agricultural conservation easement is located.  The County Board shall submit to the State Board a certified copy of the agricultural conservation easement within 30 days after recording.  The County Board shall attach to all certified copies of agricultural conservation easements submitted to the State Board a description of the farmland subject to the agricultural conservation easements.
6.  The local government unit may incur debt pursuant to 53 PA C.S. Pt. VII Subch. B (relating to indebtedness and borrowing) for the purchase of agricultural conservation easements.


Local governments may participate in the County's Municipal Partnership Program.   This program allows municipalities to certify leverage local funds with County and Commonwealth funding, allowing for the preservation of more farmland and giving municipalities more choice in what farms are chosen for preservation. See the Municipal Partnership Program Appendix T.




