VI. Inspection and Enforcement Procedures

The County Board will conduct biennial inspections of the properties on which they hold   conservation easements to check to see if any violations of the easement have occurred. 
The County Board shall exercise primary enforcement authority with respect to the following:
1. Agricultural conservation easements within the county.
2. Agricultural conservation easements acquired pursuant to the criteria set forth for the purchase of agricultural conservation easements that cross local government unit boundaries and cross county boundaries, including any portion of an agricultural conservation easement extending into an adjoining county.
See Appendix F for inspection and enforcement procedures.
VII. Conservation Plans


All agricultural production on farms preserved with an agricultural conservation easement shall be conducted in accordance with a conservation plan approved by the Lehigh County Conservation District or the Sterling Raber Agricultural Land Preservation Board of Lehigh County.  Each conservation plan shall be updated upon any change in the basic type of agricultural production being conducted on the subject land.  In addition to the requirements established by the Lehigh County Conservation District or the County Board, the conservation plan shall require that:
(i) The use of the land for growing sod, nursery stock, ornamental trees, and shrubs does not remove excessive soil from the subject land, and
(ii) The excavation of soil, sand, gravel, stone or other materials for use in agricultural production on the land is conducted in a location and manner that preserves the viability of the subject land for agricultural production.
(iii) Mining of materials is conducted only through use of methods authorized in the Act.
In cases where Pennsylvania law requires that a farm operation develop and follow a nutrient management plan, a nutrient management plan shall be a required component of the conservation plan for the property.  Manure management plans may also need to be included in conservation plans.
