VIII. Subdivision and Parcel Conveyance of Eased Properties

	After a farm has been preserved with an agricultural conservation easement, all requests for subdivisions and parcel conveyance’s must be made to the County Board in writing following the procedures described in the Lehigh County's Farmland Preservation Subdivision and Parcel Conveyance Guidelines, see Appendix M.  The Subdivision and Parcel Conveyance Guidelines also provide general and specific criteria for the types of subdivisions that may be permitted on eased properties.

IX. New Residential Structures

	
Each agricultural conservation easement allows for the construction of one new residential structure on the land subject to the easement.  This additional residential structure can be built for the purposes of providing housing for the landowner(s) or an immediate family member's principal residence, or for the purpose of providing housing for persons employed in farming the subject land. 
  Placement of the new residential structure is subject to the approval of the County Board as well as approvals/permits needed from the local municipality.  The Lehigh County Assessment Office must also be contacted by the applicant to determine if preferential tax assessment (Acts 319 or 515) status will be impacted by the construction of a new residence.  
Applicants to the program have the option to relinquish and extinguish their right to build a new residential structure. This decision can be made prior to the farm being appraised or retroactively for farms that have been preserved previously.   Landowners who wish to relinquish the new house right must sign an affidavit that will be recorded as per the procedure described in Act 33 of 2019 and the program regulations.
 All requests for the construction of a new residence shall follow the procedures detailed in Appendix P-1 +P-2.

