XIV. Easement Pre-Acquisition by Non-Profit Conservation Organization 


The County Board has the authority to ask a non-profit conservation organization to purchase an agricultural conservation easement on its behalf at any time, if the Board determines that a farm is in immediate danger of being lost to development.   For this to occur, the farm in peril, must meet the State or County Minimum Criteria for Applications, see Appendix D, have an acceptable land evaluation and site assessment (LESA) score, and must make application to the program.
	Below are some examples of situations where the Board may consider an emergency agricultural conservation easement purchase:
		1.  A desirable farm is up for sale and a conservation buyer is interested in 
     purchasing the property.

		2.  A farmland owner has a life-threatening health problem which may force the
     sale of a property.

		3.  A farmland owner is under severe financial pressure to sell their property.

	Chapter 138e.69 of the State Regulations for the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program states that county boards can request reimbursement for costs incurred by a non-profit land conservation organization that has acquired an easement at the request of the County Board, for the purpose of transferring the easement to the county and/or the Commonwealth. These costs can include the easement purchase price, reasonable costs of financing the purchase, appraisal costs, legal costs, recording fees and survey costs.
	Appendix Q describes the steps involved in an easement pre-acquisition by a non-profit land conservation organization.

