For assistance in completing this application call:  Jeff Zehr, Director of Farmland Preservation, at (610) 391-9583 x 15 or Diane Matthews-Gehringer, Farmland Preservation SpeciaAPPENDIX D

Minimum Criteria for Applications
STATE MINIMUM CRITERIA
The county program shall consider the quality of the farmland tract, including the USDA soil classification and productivity.  The farmland tract shall:
1. Be located in an agricultural security area consisting of 500 acres or more.

2.   	Be contiguous acreage of at least 35 acres * in size unless the tract is at least 10 acres in size and is either utilized for a crop unique to the area or is contiguous to a property which has a perpetual conservation easement in place which is held by a "qualified conservation organization," as that term is defined at section 170 (h) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 [Public Law 99-514, 26 U.S.C. § 170(h)(3)].
	Contiguous acreage is defined as all portions of one operational unit as described in the 	deed, or deeds, whether or not the portions are divided by streams, public roads, 	bridges or railroads and whether or not described as multiple tax parcels, tracts, 	purparts or other property identifiers.  It includes supportive lands such as unpaved field 	access roads, drainage areas, border strips, hedgerows, submerged lands, marshes, 	ponds and streams.
       3.	Contain at least 50% of soils which are available for agricultural production and are of capability classes I through IV, as defined by the USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service.
        4.  Contain the greater of 50% or 10 acres of harvested cropland, pasture or grazing land.

* Commonwealth funds cannot exceed 50% of the agricultural conservation easement purchase price for farm tracts that are at least 35 acres but less than 50 acres in size and are not contiguous to other lands protected with perpetual conservation easements. 





MINIMUM CRITERIA for 100% LEHIGH COUNTY, MUNICIPALITY, and/or NON-PROFIT CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION FUNDED EASEMENT PURCHASES
The farmland tract shall:   
1. Be located in an agricultural security area.
2. Contain at least 10 acres of cropland or pasture.
3.   Contain at least 40% of soils which are available for agricultural production and are of    capability classes I through IV, as defined by the USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service.









