II. Purpose                           

	The Sterling Raber Agricultural Land Preservation Board of Lehigh County has the following purposes:
1. To protect viable agricultural lands by acquiring agricultural conservation easements, which prevent the development or improvement of the land for any purpose other than agricultural production [footnoteRef:1]. [1:  "Agricultural Production."  The production for commercial purposes of crops, livestock and livestock products, including the processing or retail marketing of such crops, livestock or livestock products if more than 50% of such processed or merchandised products are produced by the farm operator.  The term includes use of land which is devoted to and meets the requirements of and qualifications for payments or other compensation pursuant to a soil conservation program under an agreement with an agency of the Federal Government.
] 

2. To encourage landowners to make a long-term commitment to agriculture by offering them financial incentives and security of land use.
3. To provide compensation to landowners in exchange for their relinquishment of the right to develop their private property.
4. To protect normal farming operations in agricultural security areas from incompatible non-farmland uses that may render farming impracticable.
5. To protect farming operations from complaints of public nuisance against normal farming operations.
6. To assure conservation of viable agricultural lands in order to protect the agricultural economy of the Commonwealth.
7. To maximize agricultural easement purchase funds to protect the taxpayers' investment in agricultural conservation easements.
8. To concentrate resources in a manner that will ensure the purchase of easements for the protection of the largest amount of quality farmland. 
9.  To encourage financial partnerships between state and local governments with nonprofit entities in order to increase the funds available for agricultural conservation easement purchases.

